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cannot do this to the Germans. It would be morally impossible for
any nation once Christian to decree such a policy; what is left of our
traditional morals would forbid it. Even if the policy were decreed,
it would be physically impossible to find agents who would consent
to kill many millions of defenseless people. English and American
soldiers would disobey such orders if given. When the First French
Republic ordered the killing of captured sailors and certain cate-
gories of captured soldiers, the officers and men of the French
armed forces, to their honor, refused. One French army accom-
panied the sending off of a convoy of prisoners to the rear with sar-
castic shouts of "Let the Convention [i.e., the politicians] eat them
if they like." Even the Bolsheviks in the high tide of their earlier
massacres were said to have been forced to fall back upon hiring
Chinese executioners ta do some of their dirty work for them.

Next in the scale of destruction is the proposal to castrate or steri-
lize the conquered. The New fork Herald Tribune of May 15, '45,
attributed both this and the wholesale-killing idea to certain Amer-
ican soldiers "liberated from German internment camps and inde-
scribable prisons less than a month ago."

The men were so stunned at the happy shift it was hard for them
to believe it. Until a month ago, they said, their daily life had been
one of torment from German prison guards, supported, except for
weekly Red Cross food parcels, by a starvation diet.

From the Nazi-style of total war, they said, they have developed
a total hatred of the German people. What to do with Germany
would be no problem to the former prisoners. When asked for their
ideas on the subject, the men fired hack their answers, cheerfully
and without emotion. Removing the combat-area adjectives their
answers ran:

"Kill every one of them,** one said.

"Castrate the men,** a second said, "and sterilize all the women."*"

"Give them all arsenic,** came a third voice.

"No," said a fourth man, recalling the vermin-filled sleeping quar-
ters, the body lice, the prison fare and the harassing guards, "let
tjhem live in their own prisoner-of-war camps. ThatTl do it"

Friends of the writer report that certain American females have
been heard to advocate wholesale mutiktion. One is reminded of
the superlative ferocity recorded of Red Indian squaws when pris-